The FACE Recording and Measurement System: a scientific approach to person-based information.
Modern health care systems increasingly require clinicians to provide person-based information for purposes of outcomes and resource management. These demands have traditionally been met by the establishment of parallel data collection activities that can place an excessive burden on both clinicians and the organization. The author describes an approach to information that integrates clinical recording with measurement in a manner that both provides the required information for management purposes and supports day-to-day clinical activity. The Functional Analysis of Care Environments (FACE) Recording and Measurement System integrates clinical, management, and regulatory requirements. In so doing, it also has the potential to provide a basis for effectiveness research and protocol development that can both support and enhance clinical knowledge and practice.